Children and Rights in Sub-Saharan Africa Effects, Processes and Inequalities   [sym_2917]  

Convenor: Géraldine André, University of Liège, Liège, Belgium 

Discussant: Lucille Grétry, University of Liège, Liège, Belgium 

Description:

The recent socio-political and socio-economical transformations of Sub-Saharan African societies as well as their new cultural configurations tend to deeply modify the status of children and the role that adults give them. They seem to have become key-agents who have to be taken into account in daily decisions, whether it is for protecting and respecting them or for considering their capacity of influence (De Boeck and Honwana, 2005). At the same time, Medias, international organizations and Northern governments, as well as social sciences, have never been so concerned by children in Southern societies and all of them play a role in their visibility. 

The United Nations’ adoption in 1989 of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child (Bluebond-Langner and Korbin, 2007) and, in the postcolonial Africa, the role of NGOs capable of mobilizing opinion and resources at massive scales seem directly linked to this renewed interest. Although some observers, institutions and researchers have been unconvinced by the implementation of this legislation and keep a critical look at it (Boyden, 1997), it has been adopted by the majority of the African countries; numerous national governments have promulgated their own laws regarding child protection; it has become one of the main frames of reference for NGO’s and international organizations linked to childhood which are currently working in Africa. Thus, the legislation of children rights appears nowadays as a global moral frame (thus rhetoric), from which it seems difficult to take away African children. 

Beyond the perspective of the relativism, this panel aims at answering different types of questions about African children, about their rights and the effects of these rights in Sub-Saharan Africa: how does this rhetoric of children rights affect the youngest ones in those societies? Has it changed their daily life ? What has evolved in their life conditions, in their difficulties, in their status, in their familial configurations, and more broadly in the generational relationships and relations of domination? Other questions concern this rhetoric and its institutional mediums: getting in touch with different realities, has this notion of children rights been evolving? How the notion of children rights influences African governments? How do local and international processes of construction of norms influence each other?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Intangible Heritage: the cultural rights of African and Asian Diasporas in the UK and Europe  [sym_2825]  

Convenor: Clara Arokiasamy, KALAI, Orgnaisation Development International Cons, London, UK 

Description:

The Intangible Cultural Heritage [ICH] of UK's African and Asian Diasporas have featured regularly in the national, regional and local cultural strategies and programmes . And funding from the central and local governments, the Heritage Lottery Fund , museums and galleries, charities and other sources and have enabled the Diasporas to "showcase" their living heritage. This trend dates back five decades. Despite this well established tradition, the living cultures of black and Asian Diasporas remain a product of Britain's ‘multi-culturalism' rather than an integral part of the nation's intangible heritage. Little or no attempt has been made by the state and/or other independent guardians to sustain and/or integrate their ICH into British history and heritage for future generations. 

Chair: Dr. John Rowett OBE

Panellists include:

1. Clara Arokiasamy OBE would examine the use of UNESCO's 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage and the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions and other instruments in protecting and safeguarding Diasporas' ICH which for many groups is the only means of expressing their diverse identities and heritage.

2. Dr June Bam would explore how the enforced notions of belonging and identity threaten academic excellence and service delivery in heritage in the UK, and how this has impacted on the sustainability and poverty eradication agenda.

3. Oneykachi Wambu would examine the diversity of ICH within African Diaspora networks and its implications for informed strategic partnerships with corporate stakeholders and for economic growth in the UK.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Early African newspapers   [sym_2962]  

Convenor:  ,  -  

Description:

This panel focuses on locally-published newspapers in English and African languages in the colonial era - not merely as sources of historical or sociological information, but as sites in which new genres were experimented with, new political identities produced, and new kinds of public convened. Drawing on the on-going work of the Early African Print Cultures Network, we seek to highlight the agency of locally-produced papers in political and cultural life, attending to the textual form as well as the content. We wish to explore not only the diversity and heterogeneity of the African press, but also the significant transformations that specific local presses underwent during their long history in the era of European colonial expansion and rule. We are interested in the actual practices of newspaper production at different regional sites and historical junctures, while also developing a set of methodologies and theories of wider relevance to social historians and literary scholars.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Local Intellectuals Sponsored by AFRICA and the International African Institute   [sym_2963]  

Convenor:  ,  -  

Description:

The aim of this panel (organised in conjunction with AFRICA) is to introduce and analyse texts - whether oral, manuscript or print - produced by authors outside the literary or academic mainstream such as clerks, schoolteachers, traders and clergy. Such texts might include notebooks, diaries, letters, local works of history, philosophy or literature, performed or written poetry, newspaper serials and a host of other forms.

This rich seam of intellectual work is increasingly becoming a focus of attention by historians, anthropologists and literary scholars. Texts such as these constitute a rich archive of local thought and experience, experiment and commentary. They shed a fascinating light on life 'on the ground' in Africa, past and present. But the texts themselves are rarely accessible outside the local context of their production. As the series develops, the journal will be building up a repository of online texts to which scholars and researchers can return over the years.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Securing wilderness by constructing threats or constructing wilderness by securing threats in southern Africa?  [sym_2972]  

Convenor: Georgina Barrett, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa 

Discussant: Harry  Wels, VU University Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Description:

The general public is usually informed by campaigns or by the popular media of how some of the world's leading environmental NGO's such as the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) or the Peace Parks Foundation (PPF), have secured remaining and 'unspoiled' wilderness in South and southern Africa, 'just in time' to save it from the perceived threats of human development and encroachment. As it is written on WWF’s website it, together with other like-minded organisations, helps us 'to save a planet'. Such calls to action feed into and are a product of highly politicised environmental agendas that have sustained international attention since the end of the Cold War. Consequently, they are afforded a legitimacy that becomes increasingly difficult to question or unravel. Some voices from academia however argue that South and southern Africa's wilderness is actually hardly, if ever, authentic, but is basically constructed according to a European and American 'wilderness vision' (cf. Wolmer 2007; Beinart and Coates 1995) rooted in colonial and subsequent apartheid visions of conservation. Some even go as far as to suggest that the threats legitimising the creation of wildlife areas, might themselves also be of a constructed nature (cf. Ramutsidela et al 2011). Notions of 'securing' and 'constructing' meet each other in the sense of 'control' that both concepts seem to breathe. It is an idea and suggestion of human control over both time and space, as constructing (wilderness and / or threats) and securing (wilderness and / or threats) both have inherently temporal-spatial aspects to them (cf. Barrett 2011). This panel seeks to explore the related and constructed nature of this sense of control, security, and threat in South and southern African conservation. 

References

Barrett, G. (2011), Markets of routine exceptionalism: Peace Parks in southern Africa, paper presented at the Nature Inc. Conference, Institute for Social Studies, The Hague 

Beinart, W. and Coates, P. (1995), Environment and history: The taming of nature in the USA and South Africa, London: Routledge 

Ramutsindela, M., Spierenburg, M. and Wels, H. (2011) Sponsoring nature. Environmental philanthropy for conservation, London, New York: Earthscan

Wolmer, W. (2007), From wilderness vision to farm invasions: Conservation and development in Zimbabwe's South-east Lowveld, Oxford: James Currey 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Researching Africa in the Digital Age  [sym_2717]  

Convenor: Terry Barringer, Scolma, UK 

Discussant: Marion Wallace, British Library, , UK 

Description:

To follow 

No abstracts 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Arts, education and development. Exploring the potential of the arts in African educative settings  [sym_2968]  

Convenor: Veronica Baxter, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: Jane Plastow, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Description:

This panel will explore the potential for the use of the arts within education, both formal and informal across Africa.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contemporary African cinema: New innovations in genres, themes, production and distribution   [sym_2952]  

Convenor: Lizelle Bisschoff, Centre of African Studies, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Discussant: Lizelle Bisschoff, Centre of African Studies, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Description:

This stream will incorporate a number of panels looking at new innovations and trends in African cinema in the 21st Century. The past decade has seen an explosion of filmmaking activities from across the continent, with many new and innovative styles, themes, genres and production methods, and new trends in training, exhibition and distribution. The purpose of this stream is to consider contemporary African cinema from all these angles. Of particular interest are papers that consider cross- and inter-regional, trans- and international collaborations and influences in African cinema from across the continent. 

Some suggested themes for papers include:

- How can we see the influence of the pioneering francophone West African directors in more recent work from directors such as Mahamat Saleh Haroun, Abderrahmane Sissako, Mansour Sora Wade, Mama Keita and Fanta Regina Nacro? What new themes and styles are being explored in contemporary films from francophone West Africa? 

- Since the end of apartheid South African cinema has been undergoing a process of re-integration into African cinema as a whole. What is the state of the South African film industry today? What are the main genres and themes being explored? Who are the audiences for contemporary South African cinema? 

- North African cinema has a prominent presence in world cinema, with contemporary films from Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco increasingly being screened in cinemas and films festivals worldwide. How do these films express the social realities of the Arab, Islamic and North African world? 

- What are the relationships between the different video-film industries (Nollywood, Ugawood, Riverwood, Bongowood etc.)? How do they influence each other in terms of themes, narrative and style and how do they adopt and adapt each others’ production and distribution methods? 

- New developments can be observed in countries previously under-represented in African filmmaking, such as Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Namibia, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. What are the main genres, themes and styles that can be observed in films from these young film industries? Where do these filmmakers receive their training and funding? 

- Long burdened by the development agenda of international donors, new developments can now be observed in African documentary filmmaking, with a large number of talented contemporary African documentary filmmakers such as Jean-Marie Teno, Osvalde Lavat, Katy Lena Ndiaye, Leila Kliani, Khalo Matabane and Jihan El-Tahri. How have these documentary filmmakers developed their own unique voices and what stories do they tell?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fixing Identities: Identity papers, history and contemporary practices of census in Africa  [sym_2849]  

Convenor: Florence Brisset-Foucault, University of Cambridge , Cambridge, UK 

Discussant: Richard Banegas, University Paris 1, Paris, France 

Description:

This panel intends to be a multi-disciplinary discussion on identity papers and census practices in past and present Africa. The way identities are processed through bureaucracy is often at the core and heart of bitter controversies and can play a direct role in fuelling violence. In several African countries, the recent introduction of identity cards has triggered heated debates on what constitutes a “proof” of identity and what is to be notified on the IDs as the fundamental characteristics of an individual. This panel calls for contributions on the history of the registering and identification processes, criteria and techniques, deployed by the State and other actors, as well as analysis on the present debates on identification and daily uses of “papers” on the continent. Who are the actors involved in census and identification processes? According to what criteria are people classified? What kind of differences can we trace between countries on the continent? What has been the influence of the international context, such as the “war on terror” and the anti-immigration policies?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 “Citizen” and “subject”: States, kingdoms, chiefdoms and multiple belongings  [sym_2851]  

Convenor: Florence Brisset-Foucault, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Discussant: Emma Hunter, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Description:

In numerous African countries since colonization, sub-national (and sometimes transnational) political entities like kingdoms and chiefdoms have or have had important political and cultural influence. This panel explores the way individuals articulate these different belongings, which should not be seen a priori as fundamentally antagonistic or exclusive. How do leaders and ordinary “citizens” (or “subjects”) imagine, combine, or oppose these different belongings? What are the political and philosophical values attached to each of them? Are the categories “citizen” and “subject” appropriate to seize these sentiments and practices? How do these belongings influence each other? This panel invites both historical and present case studies to explore the articulation between these different spheres of government and belonging. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Political Economy of Second-hand Trade and Consumption in Africa  [sym_2912]  

Convenor: Andrew Brooks, King's College, London, UK 

Discussant: Matteo Rizzo, SOAS, London, UK 

Description:

The focus of Africa’s integration into the global economy within academic research has predominantly been as an origin and exporter of products for the global North. However, consumption is as integral to life as production in capitalist economies in Africa. Indeed, choosing what to consume ‘remains a matter of life or death’ for the poor (Fine, 2002: 155). Yet, the import of consumer and capital goods to Africa has received little scholarly attention. Consumption in Africa is very different to first world shopping. In many African markets, second-hand goods take the lion share of people’s clothing, transport or communication purchases. There are large-scale transnational trade networks of used vehicles, second-hand clothes and obsolete mobile phones. These and other goods, unwanted in Europe, North America and Asia, are transported and re-used in Africa. Whereas mainstream development thinking celebrates the efficiency of second-hand commodity chains, the positive role played by economic liberalisation in their emergence, and the environmental benefits of recycling goods, there is ground for a less enchanted approach. According to this counter perspective the growth of second-hand commodity chains is the latest chapter of Africa’s adverse incorporation in the global economy. Africa is increasingly becoming the dumping ground of the world left-overs. This panel rests on the premise that second-hand trading in Africa requires further empirical and theoretical exploration and a less romantic and more nuanced approach rooted in critical political economy. Particularly welcome are papers addressing key questions such as:

How are used goods such as buses, cars, computers, clothes, industrial equipment, medical supplies and mobile telephones traded and re-used in Africa?

Who controls second-hand commodity chains, and with what consequences for whom?

Are consumers of used goods in Africa marginalised rather than benefitting from their attachment to the globalised economy?

How and why are used and devalued ‘things’ reproduced as second-hand commodities with realisable exchange-value? 

How does the import of second-hand goods impact upon existing domestic production and what are the politics of these processes? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is ‘good’ water governance compatible with water equity in Africa?  [sym_2949]  

Convenor: Frances Cleaver, University of Bradford, Bradford, West Yorkshire, UK 

Description:

There is often a disjuncture between development policy and critical academic perspectives on water access and management in Africa. Policy is dominated by instrumental approaches which blend neoliberal economic premises (about the desirability of privatisation and commercialisation) with assumptions about the possibilities of designing community based institutions for good water governance. By contrast academic and activist approaches are often concerned with understanding the historical, political and social/cultural factors which shape unequal access to water and to decision-making.

Papers presented in this symposium draw on data from African urban and rural contexts which illuminate the challenges to understanding ‘good water governance’ as significantly concerned with issues of distribution and equity, rather than simply with management. They include studies which explore the dynamics of water governance including: the everyday poltics of water access,; the formalisation and informalisation of watery institutions; collective action, the claiming of water rights and water grabbing; and processes of centralisation and decentralisation in water policy.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Congo stream- Politics of home, identity and transnationalism in the Congolese diaspora  [sym_2883]  

Convenor: Sarah Demart, CEDEM, Liège, Belgium 

Discussant: David Godin, CRONEM, Surrey, UK 

Description:

This panel seeks contributions exploring the intersection of diasporic identities and practices within contemporary Congolese transnational social fields. Papers shall explore the links and networks between homeland (The Democratic Republic of Congo - DRC) and diasporic communities and how they relate to politics of ‘home’ and belongings in different contexts and configurations. A particular focus will be on analytical approaches which connect the symbolic, social and the material dimensions of the diasporic experience, but also which examine the politics and contestation of a wide range of identities in the Congolese diasporic public spheres, within different geographical contexts (in Europe, North America and beyond). The panel will attempt to locate these social and political dynamics of the Congolese diaspora against important backdrops and current events - such as the 50th anniversary of the independence of the Congo in 2010, the general elections in 2011 or the war in the East of the country:

Themes include: 
The intersection between religion and politics in the Congolese transnational field

Identities in diaspora, in relation to nationality, ethnicity, gender, religion, class or popular culture 
Role of diaspora in the 2011 elections 
Circulation of ideas and images between the Congo and the diaspora 
Mobility of pastors, politicians and elites 
Long-distance nationalism and radical politics in the diaspora 
Transnational political participation and civic engagement 
‘Development’ and transnationalism 
Intergenerational dynamics, youth involvement and transnational social fields 
Comparative exploration of diasporic contexts

Post-colonial issues

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The politics of sexuality in Uganda: panel organised by the Yorkshire African Studies Network (YASN)   [sym_2809]  

Convenor: Shane Doyle, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: Shane Doyle, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Description:

In the 1990s Uganda’s sexual reputation was transformed. Having been previously identified with the transformation of HIV into a mass epidemic, Uganda came to be viewed as Africa’s greatest success story in the fight against AIDS. Prevalence rates sharply reduced as the age at sexual debut rose, the frequency of partner exchange reduced, and condom usage increased. Countries all over the continent attempted to replicate Uganda’s ABC campaign, hoping to achieve the same reduction in HIV rates. Yet over the past decade it has become clear that Uganda’s story is more complicated than a simple narrative of unilinear behavioural change. Prevalence rates have stagnated overall, and in some areas have risen. Legislative attempts to prevent the defilement of minors and to protect vulnerable women have made little impact. The sexual behaviour of some young adults has become more high risk. And Uganda has become internationally notorious for its consideration of a Bill to make “aggravated homosexuality” a capital offence. This panel will discuss these developments in their current and historical context, considering issues such as deepening generational tensions about sexuality, the contrast between reported and actual sexual behaviour among the young, and the emergence of Uganda’s LGBT movement. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Money in Africa  [sym_2914]  

Convenor: Catherine Eagleton, British Museum, London,  -  

Description:

The Money in Africa research project at the British Museum combines approaches from history and anthropology to better understand the past and present of the currencies of Africa. This session will include papers by the four project researchers, bringing together the results of their research. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Interactive Radio in Africa: Genres, Publics, Politics 1  [sym_2999]  

Convenor: Harri Englund, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Description:

Interactive Radio in Africa: Genres, Publics, Politics

ASAUK panel sponsored by the International African Institute

Convenor: Harri Englund (University of Cambridge)

At a time when the new information and communication technologies (ICTs) appear to play a major role in mediating protests against governments across the world, the need is to understand the interactive possibilities of radio broadcasting, Africa’s principal mass medium. Whether in combination with the ICTs such as mobile phones or not, radio broadcasting in Africa has long involved attempts to envisage new publics and to engage audiences in diverse ways. These attempts have become more obvious after the liberalisation of the airwaves across the continent in the early 1990s. However, earlier initiatives, often pursued in the shadows of colonial and postcolonial state broadcasting, should be recalled to nuance the debate about the radio’s potential to mediate alternative publics and politics. By thus opening up research to address topics beyond the present radio-ICTs interface, this panel asks how different programme genres have mediated the radio’s interactive possibilities both historically and in contemporary situations. From storytelling to drama, and from Christian testimonial programmes to phone-ins on current affairs, the specific ways in which different genres have addressed new publics have to be identified and compared. The variable journalistic principles informing commercial, community and religious broadcasting, as well as public radio, need to be recognised and discussed, as must the choice and use of language in giving genres their particular features. The papers can focus on either the journalists or audiences in radio interaction, or encompass both, but common to all is openness to reconsider the ideas of citizenship, participation, rights and the public sphere often underlying normative perspectives in media development. As such, rather than expecting the recent North African uprisings mediated by ICTs to be replicated in the rest of the continent, the panel aims to generate insights into the range of political and moral argument mediated by the radio in lieu of outright protest.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Interactive Radio in Africa: Genres, Publics, Politics 2  [sym_3000]  

Convenor: Harri Englund, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Description:

Interactive Radio in Africa: Genres, Publics, Politics

ASAUK panel sponsored by the International African Institute

Convenor: Harri Englund (University of Cambridge)

At a time when the new information and communication technologies (ICTs) appear to play a major role in mediating protests against governments across the world, the need is to understand the interactive possibilities of radio broadcasting, Africa’s principal mass medium. Whether in combination with the ICTs such as mobile phones or not, radio broadcasting in Africa has long involved attempts to envisage new publics and to engage audiences in diverse ways. These attempts have become more obvious after the liberalisation of the airwaves across the continent in the early 1990s. However, earlier initiatives, often pursued in the shadows of colonial and postcolonial state broadcasting, should be recalled to nuance the debate about the radio’s potential to mediate alternative publics and politics. By thus opening up research to address topics beyond the present radio-ICTs interface, this panel asks how different programme genres have mediated the radio’s interactive possibilities both historically and in contemporary situations. From storytelling to drama, and from Christian testimonial programmes to phone-ins on current affairs, the specific ways in which different genres have addressed new publics have to be identified and compared. The variable journalistic principles informing commercial, community and religious broadcasting, as well as public radio, need to be recognised and discussed, as must the choice and use of language in giving genres their particular features. The papers can focus on either the journalists or audiences in radio interaction, or encompass both, but common to all is openness to reconsider the ideas of citizenship, participation, rights and the public sphere often underlying normative perspectives in media development. As such, rather than expecting the recent North African uprisings mediated by ICTs to be replicated in the rest of the continent, the panel aims to generate insights into the range of political and moral argument mediated by the radio in lieu of outright protest.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Postcolonial perspectives on francophone Africa  [sym_2943]  

Convenor: Martin Evans, University of Chester, Chester, UK 

Description:

The convenors seek papers adopting critical approaches to francophone African studies. While not excluding submissions on other themes, particular issues for debate include how contemporary processes of development (broadly defined) in the former French colonies of Africa can be seen to operate within conceptual and operational paradigms inherited from the colonial past. It has been argued that a historical timeline imposed by the coloniser’s relation with the colonised continues to dictate the focus of academic discourse and research in the region. This has the potential to undermine alternative approaches to research design and methodology and to limit the possibilities for development. Colonial histories also continue to inform political and social relationships within and between states in Africa and beyond, while ordinary people may struggle to make their voices heard within spaces that are still profoundly circumscribed by an uneven distribution of political power in the francophone African ‘postcolony’. New interdisciplinary research synergies are providing the intellectual space and opportunities to break the ties that bind research and development to their colonial past. Submissions from any discipline are therefore welcome, including history (encompassing the history of art), anthropology, linguistics, francophone studies, development studies, postcolonial studies, cultural studies, political science and international relations. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The ‘Arab Awakening’ and its Wider Impact: Causes, Contexts and Transnational Connections  [sym_2982]  

Convenor: Martin Evans, University of Portsmouth, UK 

Description:

Since the beginning of 2011 the Arab World has been transformed by the events of what has been called ‘the Arab Awakening’. Starting with Tunisia this awakening has brought real and substantive change. Clearly nothing will be the same again, leading commentators to make parallels between 2011 and 1848, 1968 and 1989, or indeed the anti-imperialist movements that swept through the Arab World in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Focusing upon North Africa this panel will explore the causes, contexts and transnational connections which explain the ‘Arab Awakening’. It will reflect upon the political, social, cultural and economic origins of this transformation. In doing so, the panel will move beyond a narrow nation state approach to consider how ideas, images and arguments have travelled across North Africa between Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia. It will explore the impact of transnational networks and connections. It will also explore the wider impact of the Arab Awakening on Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Specifically, therefore, the panel invite papers which analyse the complex dimensions of 2011 in terms of gender, social class and generation. It invites papers that explore the ways in which 2011 gave raise to new spaces (twitter, facebook, mobile phones) and new forms of protest which challenged established politics in North Africa. Finally the panel invite papers that trace the impact of the political transformation of North Africa on Sub-Saharan Africa.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman  [sym_2841]  

Convenor: Natasha Gordon-Chipembere, Medgar Evers College, Brooklyn, NY , USA 

Description:

This panel focuses on papers published in the edited collection, Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman by Palgrave (2011). Papers all focus on various academic and artistic discussions around the life of Sarah Baartman as icon, as "mother" as South African woman. All the papers problematize the static way in which Baartman has been rendered iconic yet silent, even 200 years after her death. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Political Economy and Trade in Pre-Colonial Africa, 17th-19th Centuries  [sym_2942]  

Convenor: Toby Green, King's College London, London, UK 

Description:

This panel brings together three specialists on pre-colonial Africa to explore in depth changes in the broad political and economic organization of Atlantic African societies from the 17th to the 19th century. Stretching beyond the particularities of individual cases, it makes a case for taking a more broader comparative perspective when thinking about the process of historical change in Africa over the longue durée. Law’s paper challenges the conventional view of Fante as a polity without an effective central authority, arguing through new 17th-century evidence that the authority of the Brafo (head of state) in this period has been underestimated and that they were active in controlling and distributing revenues from the European trade. Strickrodt continues the examination of the interplay of local factors with global developments by inquiring into the factors determining the flux of the Atlantic slave trade in the port of Little Popo (today’s Aneho, in Togo), inquiring whether the general trend of the local labour demand or rather local factors had the predominant role in shaping the trade’s organization. Finally, continuing southwards, Green analyses in detail the question of the inflation of local currencies in West-Central Africa, and the relationship which this had both to political instability and the import-export Atlantic trade in the 17th centuries. Taken together, all three papers reflect upon the interplay of local and global situations, recontextualizing Africa’s place in world history, and at the same time confirming the dynamic nature of political authority and change in Atlantic Africa from the 17th to the 19th centuries. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Policy Roundtable: British engagement with non-Anglophone Africa in the 21st Century  [sym_3121]  

Convenor: Toby Green, King's College London, London, United States 

Description:

This roundtable will bring together senior officials from the Foreign Office and the Houses of Parliament to consider the place of British engagement with Africa in the 21st century. Taking the example of Guinea-Bissau, which has seen recent engagement at a senior level, including reciprocal parliamentary visits and the establishment of an All-Party Parliamentary Group on Guinea-Bissau in the UK, and a Bissau-Guinean group on the UK in Bissau, participants - who will be senior figures in British policy circles - will discuss how Britain can and should engage with countries beyond the traditional comfort zone of the Anglophone post-colonial world. This is a subject of vital important in a multi-polar world, in which post-colonial presences of the global "North" in Africa are being radically reformulated with every month.

The round-table has been arranged by the Amilcar Cabral Institute for Economic and Political Research, a research institute affiliated to Birmingham University and dedicated to Guinea-Bissau, and its Director of Institutional Relations (Toby Green, King's College London) and Chair of the Board of Advisors (Jose Lingna Nafafe, University of Birmingham).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nourishing the state, feeding the people: The political economy of state building in the DRC (This panel is part of the Congo Research Network stream)  [sym_2890]  

Convenor: Sara Geenen, IOB, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium 

Discussant: Tom De Herdt, IOB, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium 

Description:

Panel organizers: 

Sara Geenen, IOB, University of Antwerp, Belgium, sara.geenen@ua.ac.be 

Inge Wagemakers, IOB, University of Antwerp, Belgium, inge.wagemakers@ua.ac.be 

Panel title:

Nourishing the state, feeding the people: The political economy of state building in the DRC

Panel content:

Despite significant external funding and promises by Congolese politicians, the outcomes of ‘state building’ in the Democratic Republic of Congo are not living up to the ideals of a functioning state. State building aims to (re)construct representative political and judicial institutions and bureaucracies, and build up a functional, formal economy based on an effective, transparent taxation system. However, in spite of upcoming national and (pending) local elections, these aims remain 'modernist' illusions as informalisation continues to conquer DRC's (local) governance. 

Between the ‘ideals’ which mainly exist in donors' minds and ‘realities’ on the ground, this panel tries to focus on the 'real' political economy of state building in post-conflict DRC based on primary, empirical research. On the one hand, we seek contributions on state revenues, formal and informal monetary flows and taxation systems, mechanisms of corruption and rent-seeking, and the role different economic actors play in state building. On the other hand, contributions on the impact of state building on the distribution of power, scarce resources and government spending are also warmly welcomed. 

This panel is part of the Congo Research Network stream. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Work and Play: Representations of Music and Musicality in the African Novel  [sym_2900]  

Convenor: Pim Higginson, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr/Pennsylvania, USA 

Discussant: Pim  Higginson, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr/PA, USA 

Description:

"There is a long and complex--not to say convoluted--history connecting music, as idea and performance practice, to sub-Saharan Africa. There are many reasons for this link that range from the cultural significance of musical activities within varying African cultures to the far more insidious ways in which music has taken on a particular role within Western epistemology (evolving from deep within ancient Greek thought), one that stands in stark—one might even say Manichean—opposition to writing. How music gets used, represented, exploited, or otherwise thought about within the African novel, that is, within works of narrative literature written by African authors, is therefore a fascinating and yet overlooked phenomenon. On one hand there are, within the earliest works of African fiction (Felix Couchoro's "L'Esclave," Ousman Socé's "Karim" and "Mirages de Paris", Camara Laye's "L'Enfant noir") literary representations of musical performance practices that place these at the very center of creative and social life in the continent. On the other hand, there is a growing wariness concerning such representations in later works of fiction--or a far more nuanced relationship to such representations. This panel invites researchers from all disciplines, but particularly literary scholars—or again musicologists with an interest in the literary—to discuss the various ways in which encounters between music and literature get played out in the African novel. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Small and Medium Urban Centers in the Globalization  [sym_2855]  

Convenor: Mathieu Hilgers, Free University of Brussels, Brussels, Belgium 

Discussant: Mattia  Fumanti, University of St Andrews, St Andrews, UK 

Description:

Small and Medium Urban Centers in the Globalization

Africa in the twenty-first century is going to be urban. Between 1975 and 2005, the sub-Saharan urban population has more than tripled and the number of cities is growing. An important feature of this urbanization process is the proliferation of small towns which constitutes the major part of the African urban population. By 2000, more than three-fifths of urban population in Africa lives in urban centers with less than half a million inhabitants. Much of this population is located in “market towns and administrative centers with between 5,000 and 100,000 inhabitants” (Taccoli and Satterthwhaite 2003). 

Beyond the question of classification, everywhere in Africa in urban areas, material and demographic transformations as well as increasing manifestations of global dynamics are changing mentalities, power relations, and modes of organization. At the same time, processes of political decentralization and administrative devolution are taking place and expanding in most African countries. New urban communities are increasingly initiating people into principles that regulate new modes of governance and supporting their interests at the national level. In this context small and medium cities are being subjected to profound political changes while becoming inevitable actors on the national stage as well as points of entry into transnational networks. 

Since the 1960s, a small number of researchers have conducted their investigations on small and medium cities in Africa but most of the time their works have remained in the shadow of world and global cities research. Small towns are crucial in many processes (social, economic, political) that affect an area and regional development but generalizations about their role are hard to make. How can one generalize theoretical and empirical observations to small and medium urban centers? Which type of generalization are relevant?

Beyond particular cases we believe that an analysis of small and medium urban centers in Africa can contribute to challenge the major theoretical perspectives on cities which remain more inspired by metropolis than by small urban center or ordinary cities (Robinson 2002, 2006). This panel aims to grasp the role of small and medium urban centers in national and international contexts. It aims to highlight the specific dynamics that affect these centers in the context of the globalization. The panel is open to case study but we strongly encourage people to submit comparative analysis.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Extractive Industries and Community Development Challenges in sub-Saharan Africa  [sym_2777]  

Convenor: Gavin Hilson, School of Agriculture, Policy and Development, The University of Reading, UK 

Description:

Special session that will bring together scholars who are undertaking research on community development issues in the extractive industries in sub-Saharan Africa (abstract to follow soon). The papers presented will be considered for a special issue of the international journal Resources Policy.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Politics and Practice of Heritage in Africa  [sym_2696]  

Convenor: Lotte HUGHES, Open University, Milton Keynes, UK 

Description:

Heritage can encompass many things, including popular culture, expressions and constructions of nationhood, patrimonialism, consciousness of the past in the present time, commemoration of cultural heroes, environmental conservation, repatriation, social memory, the tangible and the intangible. In Africa, it remains central to the ongoing process of decolonization and development, partly because many state museums and other heritage institutions have their roots in colonial-era institutions, and are still engaged in the process of shaking off these influences. In many different ways, formerly colonized citizens are using heritage (however that may be defined) in order to democratize and reclaim public spaces, histories, memories and discourses. In some countries, they are aided in this process by new legislation, such as Kenya’s new constitution which enshrines rights to cultural heritage for the first time. Heritage practice and management are becoming increasingly politicised, used by both state and civil society players to exert control, assert identities, and to shape people’s ideas about their past, present and future. 

This symposium allows for a wide variety of interpretations, and welcomes critical papers on any aspect of this topic, particularly those arising from new research. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Remembering, Forgetting and Occluding: Dealing with Dark Pasts  [sym_2939]  

Convenor: Lotte HUGHES, The Open University, Milton Keynes, Bucks, UK 

Description:

The challenges of memorialising, curating, and writing the historiography of ‘difficult knowledge’ about the past have opened up new fields of scholarly enquiry and inspired innovative ways of commemorating, exhibiting, writing, and engaging with sites of conscience and memory. Dark pasts that involve colonial-era genocide and conflict, and memories which remain repressed and occluded rather than ‘forgotten’ (to follow Jo McCormack, Collective Memory: France and the Algerian War (1954-1962) 2007), continue to perpetuate deep divisions both within post-colonial nation states and between former colonies and colonizing powers; for example Namibia-Germany, Kenya-Britain and Algeria-France. It has taken many decades for the governments of former colonising powers to say ‘sorry’ – and the majority have yet to do so. However, historical intergenerational responsibility involves much more than issuing an apology. What is required is deep and meaningful dialogue between different players (governments and victims, or their descendants), adequate recognition of dark history in European school text books (as well as African ones), and interrogation of what reconciliation really means. It is widely recognised that curating ‘reconciliation’ risks other erasures and occlusions, ‘potentially inflicting further harm by silencing those living with scars, still-open wounds or ongoing injustice’ (op.cit.). There is also a risk, raised with reference to Rwanda’s state-run Kigali Memorial Centre, of ‘prematurely foreclosing precisely the process of attaining justice (of which it is intended to form a key part) by univocally declaring reconciliation where none has been achieved’ (Lehrer and Milton, forthcoming 2011).

Furthermore, the focus on truth-telling in the debate on regime transition has obliterated the competing paradigm of forgetting. This concept has recently been resuscitated, and there is growing awareness that occlusion or amnesia might actually be more than just the deviant case - the obvious strategy for the powers that be, so long as they remain unchallenged. This symposium aims to examine specific cases of both active remembering and explicit forgetting of dark pasts. An important feature will concern the actors who advocate specific strategies of dealing with difficult heritages. 

This symposium welcomes papers on any aspect of coming to terms with ‘dark pasts’ in contemporary Africa and beyond. These can include transitional justice processes; reparations; contested histories and memories of liberation struggle; ‘dark’ heritage tourism; curation; museums of shame; research ethics and methods; and the challenges of memorialising human rights abuses by post-colonial regimes, including current regimes, studies of which are under-represented in the literature, compared to those on the colonial period. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Being a true citizen': Creating political belonging through social practice in Africa past and present  [sym_2928]  

Convenor: Emma Hunter, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Discussant: Florence Brisset-Foucault, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Description:

In contrast to the focus on the institutions of the state, such as ID cards, or educational practice in creating, challenging and sustaining modes of conceptualising citizenship and political belonging explored in earlier panels in this stream, this panel moves into the realm of social practice. Beyond the institutional structures which create political belonging, distinctive communities have always been created through modes of behaviour, such as dress, religious practices, gender identities, sporting or associational culture. How do individuals perform their political identity, or remake it to express political allegiance? How does social practice serve as a means of inclusion or exclusion, beyond legalistic conceptions of membership? This panel focuses on the ways in which modes of behaviour can serve to provide a space in which to reinforce or to attempt to renegotiate the boundaries of community, the relationship between individual and community or conceptions of political membership, and invites both historical and contemporary case studies which reflect on the ways in which political belonging has been defined through social practice.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Between tutelage and policy space: Exploring the multiple logics in the DRC’s ties to international stakeholders in the country (part of the Congo Research Network stream)  [sym_2895]  

Convenor: Johanna Jansson, Roskilde University, Roskilde, Denmark 

Discussant: Theodore Trefon, Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren, Belgium 

Description:

A post-conflict country, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) faces serious lingering security problems and has enormous needs in terms of post-conflict reconstruction and poverty reduction. As a result, the presence of international actors is massive in the country, ranging from peacekeepers, bi- and multilateral donors, to inter-governmental and non-governmental organisations active in a plethora of sectors. External actors have long been de facto immersed in the DRC’s sovereign matters. The UN mission and the International Committee in Support of the Transition (CIAT) have been key actors in terms of security, and in macro economic matters the IFIs have played a central role. Terms such as ‘tutelage’ have been used in the literature to qualify the DRC’s relationship with the main external actors, thereby echoing dynamics at play in other states in Africa and beyond. Understandably, given the degree of complexity of the process, such engagement has not necessarily been coherent. Multiple logics can be discerned, encompassing but not limited to Western (economic) liberalism, security-centred preoccupations, development partners’ use of development aid for autobiographical ‘self-aggrandisement’ purposes, and emerging development partners’ win-win rhetoric and interwoven aid and investment flows, to name but a few. This panel aims to explore the tension field where relations between national authorities and international actors unfold, and invites contributions that provide insight into the impetuses engendered in the malleable interface between the ‘internal’ and the ‘external’. 

It welcomes papers that explore the motivations and the (changing) modalities of development related efforts, as well as the social relations at play in these processes. Besides the themes mentioned above, contributions could concern macroeconomic, administrative and humanitarian matters, enveloping but not necessarily limited to: the application of the ‘partnership’ and ‘ownership’ concepts in the Congolese context; fragmentation and lacking donor coordination; the role of INGOs, consultants and ‘development experts’; the emergence of alternative development partners (China, India, South Korea); ‘donor fatigue’ or unfulfilled expectations since the end of the transition. Contributions based on empirical research from all the social science disciplines are welcome. It is expected that the empirically-based work presented at the panel will fill not just existing theoretical gaps but also contribute to much-needed efforts to inform the manifold policy efforts that are currently undertaken in matters relating to the DRC. Congolese scholars are especially encouraged to submit abstracts, and contributions are welcome in English as well as in French. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reassessing African macro-welfare statistics: national income estimates and beyond  [sym_2821]  

Convenor: Morten Jerven, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada 

Discussant: Deborah Johnston, SOAS, London, UK 

Description:

Macro statistics on African economies are widely known to be inaccurate, but the extent and nature of these inaccuracies and their implications for the users of the data have not been rigorously assessed. This panel offers papers that evaluate the quality of current macro statistics and research that provides alternative methods and measures. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monitoring Human Capital Development in Africa: Population, Education, Health and Nutrition  [sym_2824]  

Convenor: Morten  Jerven, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada 

Discussant: Deborah Johnston, SOAS, London, UK 

Description:

Indicators of social development and human capital have gained in importance, and are now setting the new agenda for international development policy. Lack of comparable longitudinal data in African countries remains an issue, and it is in particular problematic to draw conclusions on per capita trends in health, education and nutrition. The panel welcomes papers that explores the extent of the data paucity and issues relating to the monitoring of the Millennium Development Goals. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A new regional order: North Africa in the wake of the Arab Spring  [sym_2826]  

Convenor: George Joffé, University of Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, UK 

Description:

The events of 2011 have profoundly changed the regional landscape in North Africa. However, what the political topology of that landscape will be is still profoundly unclear. Tunisia is struggling with the consequences of its revolution which sparked off political transformations throughout the Arab world. Egypt is coming to terms with the limited outcomes of the massive demonstrations in Tahrir Square that removed the Mubarak regime. Libya, on the other hand, faced a fill-scale civil war. Algeria and Morocco seem to have emerged from the crisis relatively unscathed, the former with minimal political change and the latter through significant constitutional concession. What explains these differences in outcome and what are the implications in political, constitutional and economic terms? What historical and social factors contributed to what has happened? Can we identify underlying trends that explain the political patterns that emerged? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Measuring Poverty in Africa: Improving poverty statistics and developing alternative methods  [sym_2822]  

Convenor: Deborah Johnston, SOAS, London, UK 

Discussant: Morten Jerven, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada 

Description:

Poverty measures are now arguably the central target of development policy and monitoring. Poverty lines and changes in poverty are hotly debated, and critical voices are worried that the heterogeneity and multidimensional nature of poverty are ignored in the prevailing measures. This panel welcomes papers that assess current poverty statistics and that offer new perspectives on how to approach the measurement of poverty. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Labour market assessment in Africa - Better surveys and better questions  [sym_2823]  

Convenor: Deborah Johnston, SOAS, London, UK 

Discussant: Morten Jerven, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada 

Description:

The study of rural and urban labour markets in Sub-Saharan Africa is severely hampered by a paucity of accurate statistics. While the importance of multiple activities, and the centrality of understanding labour markets is increasingly recognized, the statistics on labour markets are either very poor or lacking entirely in most African economies. This panel welcomes papers that outline strategies for improving our current stock of knowledge on labour markets. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Law and Literature  [sym_2839]  

Convenor: Stephanie  Jones, Southampton University, Hampshire, UK 

Description:

Law and Literature has become a well-established interdisciplinary field of scholarship over the past four decades. Methods encompassed by the field now radically exceed initial aims of simply using literature to pursue an ethical critique of the law. However, the geographical scope of work in this field continues to be narrow. Most studies still work within national paradigms, and are predominantly focused on law (particularly constitutional law) and literature from North America and Europe. This panel invites papers that bring old and new methodologies of Law and Literature to the geographies of Africa, or to international laws that impact Africa, or to comparative readings that involve an African geography. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The political economy of productive sector policy initiatives (1)  [sym_2782]  

Convenor: Anne Mette Kjaer, Aarhus University, Denmark 

Description:

The political economy of productive sector policy initiatives (1)

Panel proposal for the ASA 2012 in Leeds, by Anne Mette Kjær, Aarhus University, mkjaer@ps.au.dk

and Lars Buur, Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)

There is a general consensus that poverty reduction must be driven by broad based growth in the productive sectors to generate incomes for a large number of people. Policy-recommendations about how to support such broad based growth are many, and donors increasingly support e.g. agri-business, credit- and business to business programs in order to achieve job-creating growth. There is also an increased focus on agricultural production.

We know little, however, about the politics of productive sector initiatives in Africa. There is an emerging literature on the prerequisites of growth-enhancing institutions and initiatives in Asia. But what are the political drivers of the initiation and implementation of productive sector initiatives in African countries? When do ruling elites decide to promote a productive sector and why are potential growth sectors sometimes ignored? 

This panel invites papers that can help illuminate such questions. The panel welcomes papers focusing on the political economy of growth, in particular country cases or comparatively across African countries. Papers can also compare sectors within countries over time and/or across sectors. Contributions to the panel could, for example, explore the nature and composition of the ruling elite and its relation to industry or economic groups. As the literature on late developers in Asia has shown, such relations are likely to affect the implementation of productive sector initiatives. Likewise, the role of the bureaucracy is likely to be important, including the bureaucrats relation to politicians as well as to industry actors. The panel thus invites contributions that improve our theoretical and operational understanding of the factors which affect how productive sector initiatives are designed and succeed or fail. The panel will help to stimulate debates about pro-poor growth in Africa.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The political economy of productive sector policies (2)  [sym_2785]  

Convenor: Anne Mette Kjaer, Aarhus University, Århus, Denmark 

Description:

The political economy of productive sector policy initiatives (2)

Panel proposal for the ASA 2012 in Leeds, by Anne Mette Kjær, Aarhus University, mkjaer@ps.au.dk

and Lars Buur, Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)

There is a general consensus that poverty reduction must be driven by broad based growth in the productive sectors to generate incomes for a large number of people. Policy-recommendations about how to support such broad based growth are many, and donors increasingly support e.g. agri-business, credit- and business to business programs in order to achieve job-creating growth. There is also an increased focus on agricultural production.

We know little, however, about the politics of productive sector initiatives in Africa. There is an emerging literature on the prerequisites of growth-enhancing institutions and initiatives in Asia. But what are the political drivers of the initiation and implementation of productive sector initiatives in African countries? When do ruling elites decide to promote a productive sector and why are potential growth sectors sometimes ignored? 

This panel invites papers that can help illuminate such questions. The panel welcomes papers focusing on the political economy of growth, in particular country cases or comparatively across African countries. Papers can also compare sectors within countries over time and/or across sectors. Contributions to the panel could, for example, explore the nature and composition of the ruling elite and its relation to industry or economic groups. As the literature on late developers in Asia has shown, such relations are likely to affect the implementation of productive sector initiatives. Likewise, the role of the bureaucracy is likely to be important, including the bureaucrats relation to politicians as well as to industry actors. The panel thus invites contributions that improve our theoretical and operational understanding of the factors which affect how productive sector initiatives are designed and succeed or fail. The panel will help to stimulate debates about pro-poor growth in Africa. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Public Financial Management and the state in Africa  [sym_3118]  

Convenor: Stephan Klingebiel, German Development Institute, Bonn, Germany 

Description:

Functioning Public Financial Management (PFM) systems are crucial in several regards for African countries. They systems are important in order to make sure that the state can perform its key functions. Key dimensions of PFM include:

- - PFM as an element of (political) governance (transparency, accountability systems etc.)

- The analytical capacity for key actors of a country to perform (parliament, auditor general, government etc.)

- The capacity to perform any kind of (sector) policy

- The capacity to generate domestic resources in order to implement policies / taxation

- The capacity to link budgets and policies

- The needed trust to get the necessary international reputation and support (for commercial loans, for official development aid etc.)

- PFM on central state and subnational level / PFM and its relation to (fiscal) decentralisation

The panel is going to discuss these key dimensions of PFM. The application of political economy analytical approaches in the context of research on PFM issues might be an important approach. Country case studies, development economic research on PFM, research on donor behaviour in this field and other approaches can contribute as well to the panel.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

African cultural heritage & economic development: an exploitable asset and a restraint on growth  [sym_2957]  

Convenor: Paul Lane, University of York, York, UK 

Discussant:  TBC, TBC, ,  -  

Description:

The term ‘heritage’ means different things to different people, and has diverse connotations even within related disciplines and discourses. Literally meaning ‘that which can be inherited’, the term is now used to refer to all forms of cultural property, including its common use within archaeology in reference to specific artefacts or sites; within ecology and conservation to refer to ecosystems and landscapes; and within anthropology, history and development studies as a synonym for local tradition and knowledge. In all cases the term tends to be seen as a positive attribute; as something that needs to be protected from unrestrained modernisation; and as a resource that can be employed by communities in Africa to promote tourism, guide development based on ‘indigenous knowledge’, or simply act as a source of pride. However, at a time of increasing pressure to boost economic growth, Africa’s multi-faceted heritage is both a source to be tapped and a potential barrier to rapid development. At the 2011 IMF-WB meeting in Washington, for example, African finance ministers emphasised the need to diversify national economies to secure growth, beginning with substantial extensions of physical infrastructure. What are the implications of such calls for tangible and intangible aspects of African heritage? Is the Euro-American model of social, environmental and archaeological impact assessments ahead of ‘development’ sufficient mitigation for the loss of these ‘heritage resources’? If so how will these assessments be organised, funded, and tailored to local needs? Should we be producing integrated, interdisciplinary ‘heritage impact assessments’, and if so how will these rank local and national economic interests alongside the diverse imperatives of individual academic disciplines? Attempts at implementing impact assessment protocols in Africa drawing from European practices have been undertaken, but the danger of dry comparative exercises and legal entanglements remain a threat. Some ecologists may be content with protecting representative ecosystems, for instance, but such an approach impacts upon the local communities that have shaped these environments, and raises issues of authenticity and exclusion, and risks implying that local practices have remained socially and technologically static through time.

We invite researchers from different disciplines to engage in a trans-disciplinary discussion on why, when and where heritage matters for African societies, and equally, when it doesn’t. A concluding round-table will aim at establishing a baseline approach toward assessing and protecting African multi-faceted heritage that is equally manageable and acceptable at both local and trans-national scales. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Understanding Political Opposition in Post-colonial and Contemporary Africa: panel organised by the Yorkshire African Studies Network (YASN)  [sym_2806]  

Convenor: Miles Larmer, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK 

Discussant: Nicholas Cheeseman, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK 

Description:

The panel, organised by the Yorkshire African Studies Network (YASN), presents new research examining the role of opposition parties and movements in post-colonial and contemporary Africa. Whilst ruling parties and leaders have been the subject of much analysis, the political ideas, composition and basis of support of opposition parties and movements has generally been neglected. The panel will examine conflict within and opposition to dominant-party and one-party states in Tanzania, Zambia and Kenya.

The panel will discuss existing and propose new ways of understanding governing and opposition political parties in Africa. Whilst these are often viewed as ethnically constructed, they may be more usefully understood as both ethnic and materially based and utilise ‘populist’ ideas to mobilise their support base. The panel aims to strengthen comparative analysis of opposition politics in sub-Saharan Africa as a whole. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National and municipal responses to informal urban economies  [sym_2965]  

Convenor: Barbara Lipietz, UCL, London, UK 

Description:

A considerable proportion of the policy approaches employed in African urban areas seek to regularise and formalise economic activity. However, the extent of informality in many African cities is great and much policy is predicated on understandings of informality that fail to adequately understand the dynamics involved. Consequently, a great deal of municipal planning is unsuited to the location in which it is implemented, resulting in unexpected and often hugely inequitable and ineffective results. This panel invites submissions that seek to critically examine specific or general approaches to policy-making and the ways in which they perceive and deal with informality. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Elite, State and People in the Horn of Africa: end of nineteenth century - 1941  [sym_2926]  

Convenor: Francesca Locatelli, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Description:

The period between the end of the nineteenth century to 1941 (year of the liberation of the Horn of African from Italian colonialism) witnessed major transformations in the Horn of Africa: the emergence of new political entities, such as Eritrea and Somalia, and the rise of new centralising monarchs in Ethiopia who fought off European conquest (with the exception of the five years of Italian occupation from 1936 to 1941). The legacy of these processes is tangible in present-day political developments within each country and in the relationship among them, but still requires scholarly historical scrutiny.

This panel examines three major themes in the history of the Horn of Africa between the end of the nineteenth and 1941: elite formation processes, state transformations and political movements and forms of resistance. Papers which adopt a comparative perspective and examine the long-lasting impact of these processes on the present-day political dynamics within the Horn of Africa will be particularly welcomed.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Elite, State and People in the Horn of Africa: 1941 – c. 1970s  [sym_2927]  

Convenor: Francesca Locatelli, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Description:

This panel is the continuation of the panel Elite, State and People in the Horn of Africa: end of nineteenth century – 1941. It aims at reconstructing elite formation processes, state transformations and the emergence of political movements and parties in the wake of a “failed” decolonisation, the pressure of international actors and the outbreak of political turmoil in the Horn. Papers which adopt a comparative perspective and examine the long-lasting impact of these processes on the present-day political dynamics within the Horn of Africa will be particularly welcomed. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

African Migration to Europe: the Return of the “Natives”  [sym_2973]  

Convenor: Francesca Locatelli, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Discussant: Alessandro Triulzi, L'Orientale, Napoli, Italy 

Description:

The increasing African migration to Europe is reawakening old stereotypes and discourses on Africa and Africans, particularly in countries which are experiencing first generations of migrants. This panel examines the ways in which a rejuvenated “culture of alterity”, that has its roots in European colonial cultures, is affecting the legislation, political discourses and practises, and popular culture in Europe.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

African Migration to Europe: Self-Representation, Agency and Identity  [sym_2974]  

Convenor: Francesca Locatelli, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Discussant: Alessandro Triulzi, L'Orientale, Napoli, Italy 

Description:

This panel follows the panel on African Migration to Europe: the Return of the “Natives” and aims at reconstructing the ways in which African migrants experience European policies on migration, shape their own life in environments which are highly discriminative, and represent/narrate their own experience. Papers that examine migrants’ self-representation, agency and identity in countries where African migration is a relatively new phenomenon are particularly welcomed.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An Imperial Hangover? Rethinking Katangan Nationalism, 1960-1969 (Part of the Congo Research Network Stream)  [sym_2878]  

Convenor: Reuben Loffman, Keele University, Keele, United Kingdom 

Description:

Soon after Belgium withdrew its formal administration from the Congo, the country’s richest province seceded under the leadership of Moïse Tshombe and his party, the Confédération des Tribales du Katanga (Conakat). The Katangan secession posed a number of problems; to the province itself, to the Congolese state, and to the broader continental and global communities. Consequently, a good deal of literature has been produced in attempts to understand the events that played out in Katanga during this turbulent period. 

However, many authors have privileged European and North American power in shaping the course of politics in the south-eastern Congo during the 1960s. Moreover, the Katanga ‘question’ has typically been viewed of solely as a problem for international organisations, such as the United Nations. While Katanga did become the biggest UN operation in the history of the organisation until that point, and while there was undoubtedly imperial meddling in the province, this panel challenges the dominant literature by focusing on how Africans contributed to Katangan politics during the secession. 

Among other issues, this panel examines the reasons why some Congolese chose to side with the remnants of the colonial administration while others, notably the Luba-Katanga, vehemently opposed retaining such ties. To challenge the dominant Euro-centric perspectives, this panel draws from evidence collected on the ground in Katanga and, in some cases, the province’s international neighbours, such as Zambia. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Transitional Justice in Africa  [sym_2953]  

Convenor: Gabrielle  Lynch, University of Warwick, Conventry, United Kingdom 

Description:

Stream on ‘Transitional Justice in Africa’ 

Since the end of the Cold War, local and regional insecurity has led to the death, displacement, and suffering of millions. It helps explain underdevelopment in the ‘global south’, and is widely regarded as a threat to global security. In this context, the international community routinely applies pressure and offers substantive support for post-conflict resolution and transformation mechanisms (such as coalition governments and institutional and constitutional reforms) but also for ‘transitional justice’ efforts, while African governments often face substantial pressure from local populations and activists ‘to do something’ about past wrongs. 

This stream welcomes papers on any area of ‘transitional justice in Africa’. This includes case study analyses, for example, of prosecutions through local court systems, special tribunals, hybrid courts, and/or the International Criminal Court (ICC), or of truth commissions and ‘local approaches’ (such as gacaca courts in post-genocide Rwanda and mato oput in northern Uganda). It also welcomes more theoretical papers on the idea of transitional justice as compared, for example, to a preference for ‘transformative justice’ and calls for more attention to be given to inequalities of power and wealth. Possible panels include: 

- Prosecuting past wrongs in contemporary Africa 

- Truth-telling and documentation 

- Local approaches to transitional justice 

- From transitional justice to transformative justice? 

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

States, Nationalisms & the Future Dynamics of Conflict in the Horn of Africa  [sym_2976]  

Convenor: John Markakis, University of Crete, Rethymnon, Crete, Greece 

Discussant: Lionel Cliffe, LUCAS University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Description:

The Horn of Africa has been the site of endemic and interconnected conflict for some 40 years. The anatomy of this state of affairs has featured competing nationalisms, one promoted by states, the other articulated by ‘liberation movements’ who challenge the basis for statehood – to a degree greater than elsewhere in Africa. The region has also exhibited the fragmentation of the post-colonial states, the emergence of several new ones, and extreme cases of state failure, most notably Somalia. The social consequences have been massive humanitarian disasters.

The call by the panel will be to seek for new approaches to this worrying and continuing crisis. Papers will be sought on any or all of the countries but also on cross-cutting themes, employing a regional perspective. A particular intention is to project possible scenarios in a search for strategies and solutions that do not settle for the current despair.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cultural Connectivity in African Audiovisual Economies  [sym_2975]  

Convenor: Jenny MBAYE, LSE, London, UK 

Description:

The increasing interest in the creative economy, and at its core the cultural industries, is part of an attempt to invent new industrial development strategies that comprise the capacity to transform location. Although explorations of such an economy are mainly represented by studies of Europe and North America, its practices have been extensively part of African economic landscapes for the last twenty years. 

In this sense, this panel inquires into the different practices of productive connection, situated in African cultural fields. More specifically, it focuses on connective processes in the audiovisual sectors (film, cinema, music), deployed by creative participants, sometimes operating on the margin of public intervention/support. Indeed, through their brokering, mediating, translating practices, these participants have contributed to, and even boosted the creation of new markets in their respective field.

In order to illuminate new forms of connectivity and trans-bordered dynamics, this panel aims at addressing the emergences of distinctive cultural markets (both from a production and consumption perspective), while focusing on individual and collective trajectories in African audiovisual sectors. Inquiring into the processes linked to creative labour as inscribed in the specific political economy of African audiovisual industries, such an approach may thus highlight original logics, dynamics and scales of organisation and management in these specific cultural economies.

Therefore, and whether from anthropological, historical, economic, geographical and/or sociological perspectives, this panel invites contributions that explore singular and alternative production and consumption dynamics and trajectories, developed by participants in the African audiovisual fields.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Civil Society in the South and ‘Do it yourself’ Development from the North – globalising, humanising civil society or neo-colonial threat? : Panel organised by YASN  [sym_2830]  

Convenor: Anna Mdee, University of Bradford, Bradford, UK 

Discussant: Nicodemus Eatlawe, University of Bradford, Bradford, UK 

Description:

This panel explores the phenomenon of ‘do-it-yourself’ non-professional NGOs created by volunteers from the global north with a philanthropic urge to do something about poverty in the south. In many countries of Sub-Saharan Africa thousands of such organisations operate at the local level. Whilst they can be read a part of globalising and humanising civil society, we contend that the relationship between such organisations and local communities and CSOs can be in many cases neo-colonial and disempowering.

However, the panel seeks to analyse the multiple dimensions of this global civil society movement and to particularly consider how the transnational interaction of civil society organisations and faith groups shapes civil spaces in Africa. We ask the question: to what extent do these interactions offer the potential for civil society actors in Africa to increase their political agency and hold the state to account?

The individual papers will draw on case studies from Uganda and Tanzania, two countries that host considerable numbers of such transnational organisations. This empirical data suggests that local civil society organisations often develop clientelist relationships with the Northern partners, which results in dependency and weak capacity for action. However, the papers will also consider how under certain circumstances the linking social capital provided by transnational relationships enables and legitimates previously marginalised individuals and civil society actors.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Revisiting the Congolese Sixties – part of the Congo Research Network stream  [sym_2903]  

Convenor: Pedro Monaville, University of Michigan, USA 

Description:

This panel seeks papers and original contributions on a crucial decade in the Congo's recent history. The 1960s saw the country's access to independence, the so-called “Congo crisis,” Katanga's and Southern Kasai's secessions, the UN intervention, Lumumba's assassination, numerous rural uprisings, the development of insurgent activities by politicians exiled in Brazzaville and other neighboring counties, the army 's capture of the power in 1965, and the emergence of a new style of political discourse and practices under Mobutu's regime. At the same time, the sudden disappearance of formal colonial rule coincided with a time of important Sate's investment in education, high artistic creativity, and the blossoming of the urban culture that had emerged in Leopoldville and in other colonial centers since 1945. 

Panelists should explore the Congolese 1960s by offering new readings of its history and iconic events. They are also encouraged to focus on lesser known events and aspects of the decade. Papers should aim at uncovering unexplored connections and at situating the Congolese 1960s in its regional and global contexts. 

A moment when the Congolese intensely experienced warfare and repeated instances of political violence and when the Cold War kept the country at the center of the world's attention, the post-independence years offer many points of comparisons with today's Congo. “Revisiting the Congolese Sixties” will display the decade's relevance for a history of the present. Contributions on the memory of the 1960s and on the trajectory of the “Sixties generation” are welcome. 

Finally, the panel also seeks papers that revisit previous works in the social sciences and humanities that have problematized the 1960s in the Congo. Scholars interested in questioning the 1960s' archive, and the place of histoire immédiate and other intellectual contributions of the time in that archive, are particularly encouraged to submit paper's proposals.

Ideally, the panel's papers will combine case studies with methodological and theoretical questions. They will pay attention to situate the Congolese 1960s in relation to other historiographies; and they will discuss possible new research agendas for the future. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Utopian and dystopian writing in anglophone Africa  [sym_2747]  

Convenor: Tiziana Morosetti, Università di Bologna, Bologna, Italy 

Description:

The symposium intends to explore utopian and dystopian writing (both literary and non-literary) from anglophone Africa, focusing, amongst others, on the following subjects:

-Alternative countries/continents: Africa and African countries in allegorical representations

-Utopian and dystopian writing between Africa and Europe

-Imagining the future: utopia, dystopia, science fiction

-Alternative politics: allegorical visions of political systems 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narratives and Trajectories of Displacement and Mobility: moving beyond the refugee-migration-development nexus  [sym_2799]  

Convenor: Tanja Müller, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK, UK 

Discussant: Katarzyna Grabska, Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute, Basel, Switzerland 

Description:

This panel takes as its starting point the questioning of categories such as ‘refugee’, ‘migrant’, ‘transmigrant’, ‘cosmopolitan’ and look at multiplicities of trajectories of displacement and emplacement in a broad sense, as well as how those are made sense of in personal narratives and life histories. One starting point for reflection is the interrogation of Giorgio Agamben’s claim that the refugee embodies the vanguard of a coming political community of cosmopolitan subjects and thus can serve as the paradigm of a new historical consciousness that advocates to rebuild political philosophy around the figure of the refugee. A second starting point is Ferguson’s dictum on the aspiration for connection among population of the Global South that ultimately regards the refugee/migrant/mobile existence as a place of bricolage and creative invention aimed at realising modern aspirations in a global world. 

The panel welcomes papers that engage with the above assumptions in a critical way. While conflict-induced displacement may for many be part of a new experience of mobility, for others war-time migration might be part of wider mobile livelihood strategies. Yet again for some immobility might become a constraining feature of conflict-induced displacement. Experiences of refuge, flight, migration, mobility and immobility are gendered, whereby women and men, old and young, experience migratory trajectories in different ways. This panel seeks to critically investigate those diverse and complex dynamics. Case studies of refugee, migration, mobility or immobility experiences as well as methodological papers that interrogate how the complex reality of those who are ‘everywhere and nowhere’ can be captured in narrative and life histories, and what the potential and pitfalls of such an approach may be are particularly welcome. In addition any papers that interrogate mobile trajectories as gendered and generational among others, or engage with their multiple connections to nation states and forms of nationalism and/or patriotism are particularly welcome. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gender and Natural Resource Access in Africa  [sym_2750]  

Convenor: Patience Mutopo, Ruzivo Trust and Cologne African Studies Centre, Harare, Cologne, Zimbabwe 

Discussant: Dr Gaynor Paradza, Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies, Cape Town, South Africa 

Description:

The symposia is interested in empirical reflections on how gender issues should be given prominence in natural resource access in Africa. Much emphasise should be placed on theoretical debates surrounding gendered natural resource access. Papers that are oriented towards theory building and new methodological paradigms are also encouraged as different global contexts lead to different applicable solutions. Current topics such as bio fuel production should also be shed light on, and the political economy of gender, historical analysis of gender and natural resources as well as ecological approaches to gender and natural resources which have not been dealt with so much in debates on gender and natural resource access.  

No abstracts 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Congo Research Network stream'. Religious conversion and social tensions in the Congolese religious movements in the Congo and in the congolese diaspora   [sym_2881]  

Convenor: Julie Ndaya , University of Kinshasa, Kinshasa, Congo 

Discussant: Larmer , The Universty of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK 

Description:

This panel seeks to examine the social conflicts caused by religious affiliation in the Congolese society in the Congo and among the Congolese outside of their country. We would like to discuss this subject through several ethnographic cases centering upon 1) the religious, familial, and societal problems that the adherents must face and which are at the root of the ruptures and 2) what is the benefit of conversion. The central questions are: at what levels are these conflicts situated and what are the factors which determine them?

The conversion to certain new religious movements (NRM) provokes in many cases social conflicts. In fact, at the center of conversion there is a change in religious convictions which is more or less a change of the image one had of the world and therefore of one’s identity.

It is for this reason that conversion testimonies always have an element of critique of the society which renders the joining an act of controversy as well as rupture with the former identity and integration into the new identity.

The popularity of joining Congolese charismatic movements, wherever they may be found, is due to the fact that the charismatic leaders have managed to reproduce the African culture, in creating the rupture and in taking back the tasks performed previously by different institutions.

These leaders offer for example to their members a virtual family as social capital and their authority substitutes for parental authority. This has an impact upon the expectations linked to the familial connections put under stress. And on the other hand, the religious leaders take back the roles traditionally assumed by local authorities. Following the model of the missionaries of the church of old, they offer education, medical care, etc. to their members. This creates from time to time conflicts with the local authorities. Examples of religious leaders thrown into prison are numerous. This panel would like to examine different paths for our reflections. The questions set aside come back as core elements of African life (health, healing, solidarity). Furthermore, the ethnisation of religious persons is a process of the conquest of power and of the legitimization of symbolic values for each ethnic group. Religion is an economic factor for a class of people in a society without work and without social organization. Schisms characterize these churches, each one claiming to possess the true Biblical truth.

Propositions of paper: title + abstract of more than 200 words should be send before 10 November to: j.ndaya@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WOMEN CREATING VALUE  [sym_2959]  

Convenor: Nici  Nelson, Goldsmiths College,  University of London, United States 

Description:

This symposium aims to explore the multivarious ways in which African women create economic, social and cultural value. It is hoped that the papers will adress one or more of the following questions: 

How do African women negotiate within their family, marital and social networks to increase their access to the means to create value? 

What are the contraints which may limit women's capacity to create value and how do these vary in culturally or historically specific circumstances or at various stages in their life cycles and how do women deal with these? 

What forms of economic, social and cultural capital can they call upon in different cultural circumstances, or at different stages in their life cycles in order to create value? 

What kinds of value creation mechanisms are open to women in these different historical/cultural circumstances or at these different life-cycle stages ? 

What meanings does value creation have for the women themselves, their husbands, children, families and their communities at large?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VALUING WOMEN  [sym_2960]  

Convenor: Nici  Nelson, goldsmiths College, University of London,  -  

Description:

How do different African cultures value women? What are the cultural criterea for assigning value? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Leeds and Literature  [sym_2924]  

Convenor: Brendon Nicholls, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: James Currey, James Currey, Oxford, UK 

Description:

Leeds and Literature

We propose a panel that explores and celebrates the University of Leeds’ interactions with African writers. There are longstanding and recent associations between Leeds and the foremost literary talents that Africa has produced and inspired. Chinua Achebe presented his celebrated paper on the novelist as teacher at the 1964 conference on Commonwealth Literature hosted at Leeds. This conference was the first on Commonwealth Literature and is one of the founding moments of the academic field that has subsequently become known as Postcolonial Literature. Wole Soyinka studied at Leeds in the 1950s and then Martin Banham encountered him at Ibadan in the 1960s. Ngugi studied at Leeds in the 1960s and wrote A Grain of Wheat while there. Eldred Durosimi Jones, who taught at Leeds, established the review African Literature Today which is now approaching its thirtieth issue. Aig Higo, after a postgraduate degree at Leeds, took over the management of Heinemann in Nigeria in 1965 and his work with Chinua Achebe established the West African writers as dominant in the African Writers Series for the first ten years. More recently, Leeds has been associated with literary talent such as Molara Ogundipe and Jack Mapanje (who were guest professors for a time), Tsitsi Dangarembga (who gave the Ravenscroft Memorial lecture in 2006) and the talented Ugandan poet, Susan Kiguli, who did her PhD in the Workshop Theatre.

The panel will explore the mutually enriching interactions of African writers and the University of Leeds through the years. It will aim to investigate the intertwined histories of these interactions and the rich conceptual and disciplinary yields that have flowed from them. We would be especially interested in papers discussing the interactions between university writing and literary production or the ways in which institutional and authorial partnerships shape literary histories. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The work and influence of Ngugi wa Thiong'o  [sym_2970]  

Convenor: Brendon Nicholls, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: Graham Huggan, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Description:

This panel will look at both Ngugi's creative output and the influence of his work and thinking in Kenya and across the continent. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Civil Society, Democracy and Development in Africa  [sym_2784]  

Convenor: Orlando Nipassa, Centro de Estudos Africanos - ISCTE - IUL, Lisbon, Portugal 

Description:

Civil society, democracy and development in sub-saharan african countries is an interesting subject to be analysed from social sciences perspectives. There are many books, assays and papers about the theme but there are also many to be said and discussed. This symposium aims at promoting discussion papers about de concept of civil society, democratization process and its relationship to socioeconomic development in Africa. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Everyday life and religious difference in Africa  [sym_2807]  

Convenor: Insa Nolte, University of Birmingham , Birmingham, West Midlands, UK 

Description:

In many parts of Africa, Muslims, Christians, and members of traditional religions live side by side and interact on a regular basis. This panel does not focus on the political implications of these interactions but explores the way in which religious differences and encounters structure the experiences, perceptions and behaviours of Africans in their everyday lives. 

We are interested in the engagement with religious difference by men and women, members of different generations, and of the role of religious difference in life and family histories.

(Text may be amended in the coming months.) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Everyday life and religious difference in Africa 2  [sym_2884]  

Convenor: Insa Nolte, University of Birmingham, B15 2TT, UK 

Description:

In many parts of Africa, Muslims, Christians, and members of traditional religions live side by side and interact on a regular basis. This panel does not focus on the political implications of these interactions but explores the way in which religious differences and encounters structure the experiences, perceptions and behaviours of Africans in their everyday lives. 

We are interested in the engagement with religious difference by men and women, members of different generations, and of the role of religious difference in life and family histories.

(Text may be amended in the coming months.) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Re-reading the Popular in Africa: Popular Texts and the Episteme of the Everyday  [sym_2961]  

Convenor: Onokome Okome, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada 

Description:

This panel is conceived to mark the 25th anniversary of Karin Barber’s groundbreaking article, ‘Popular Arts in Africa,’ which appeared in the African Studies Review in 1987 and marked the beginning of a field of study that has expanded in subsequent years (Vol. 30, No. 3, pp. 1-78). Panelists are invited to think around and beyond what Barber’s seminal essay meant and still means to the study of African popular cultures. Papers will approach popular texts in the larger context of the study of popular arts and the many other forms of expression in Africa that may pass as creative engagements with the everyday. Given the dynamism that characterizes African popular cultures, the concept of ‘texts’ will be used in this panel to encompass a wide variety of art forms including theatre, ‘Nollywood’ films, blogging, music and sports discourses alongside printed texts. Barber’s essay will form the starting point for panelists’ engagements with theorisations of the popular arts in Africa; papers will illuminate the ways in which different disciplinary frameworks generate diverse approaches towards African popular texts.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Youth and Violent Action: From Riots, Terror to Rebellion in Africa  [sym_2945]  

Convenor: Alpaslan Ozerdem, CPRS Coventry University , Coventry CV12TT, UK 

Discussant: Sukanya Podder, Cranfield University, Shrivenham Wiltshire SN68LA, UK 

Description:

Violence in Africa has manifested in different forms and involves a large cohort of children and young people who remain liminal to society with respect to land ownership, jobs in the formal economy and equal access to education. Over the years, violence to reshape these disparities has expressed itself differently. For instance, protracted civil war to transcend domination by elders and land dispossession in West Africa has been complemented by ethnic and tribal struggle for equality in Sudan, together with growing Islamic radicalism in the Horn, and now with increasing elements of terror unleashed by the Al Shahab in Somalia, an interesting matrix of violent strife exists. Yet, this complex of diversity is growing. Today Africa’s conflicts are an interesting example of mass social protest. Youth in countries like Libya have exposed years of regime oppression, aggrandizement and marginalization in social access which dispossessed their equal growth. In a continent with enormous natural wealth and untapped economic markets, youth are aware of their future possibilities. This awareness has been juxtaposed with a transformed mode of violent revolt. These shifts in youth’s violent action need to be studied closely to draw implications for current theorizations about the barbarity of conflict and complexity of conflict resolution in Africa. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Africa, Social Media, and New Communications Technologies: Leeds ICS Panel One  [sym_3011]  

Convenor: Chris Paterson, Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: tbd ,  -  

Description:

Africa, Social Media, and New Communications Technologies : Leeds ICS Panel One.

This panel connects to a forthcoming special issue of African Journalism Studies exploring the uses and implications of social media in Africa, and prospective panellists will be considered for inclusion in that issue. 

Possible themes of this panel include the role of social media and emerging communications technologies, including, especially, mobile telephony, in development and poverty elimination, fostering political participation, creating economic opportunity, and interacting with or bypassing traditional mass media. 

This in one of three related panels proposed by The University of Leeds Institute of Communications Studies as a unified AFRICA AND COMMUNICATIONS strand. The organisers will be glad to discuss combining panels with other communications-related proposals. 

These panels are proposed by Dr. Chris Paterson, University of Leeds; and the Africa / Media Research Group of the University of Leeds Institute of Communications Studies. Contact Dr. Paterson, c.paterson@leeds.ac.uk, for details. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Popular Representations of Africa: Leeds ICS Panel Two  [sym_3012]  

Convenor: Chris Paterson, Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: tbd ,  -  

Description:

Popular Representations of Africa: Leeds ICS Panel Two

Two decades on from the publication of the book Africa’s Media Image and the multi-nation Image of Africa study, there remains ample evidence that a broadly negative popular image of Africa persists in news and popular culture; but there is also evidence of a resurgence of research interest in the phenomena. This panel provides a forum for examining that image, and its implications. 

This in one of three related panels proposed by The University of Leeds Institute of Communications Studies as a unified AFRICA AND COMMUNICATIONS strand. The organisers will be glad to discuss combining panels with other communications-related proposals. 

These panels are proposed by Dr. Chris Paterson, University of Leeds; and the Africa / Media Research Group of the University of Leeds Institute of Communications Studies. Contact Dr. Paterson, c.paterson@leeds.ac.uk, for details. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Media Governance and Regulation in Africa : Leeds ICS Panel Three  [sym_3013]  

Convenor: Chris Paterson, Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: tbd ,  -  

Description:

Media Governance and Regulation in Africa: Leeds ICS Panel Three

As debates continue about the legacy of colonial media systems and the utility of evaluating African media systems according to Northern norms, it is worth examining, twenty years on, the success of the Windhoek Declaration in promoting a democratic media. 

This in one of three related panels proposed by the University of Leeds Institute of Communications Studies as a unified AFRICA AND COMMUNICATIONS strand. The organisers will be glad to discuss combining panels with other communications-related proposals. 

These panels are proposed by Dr. Chris Paterson, University of Leeds; and the Africa / Media Research Group of the University of Leeds Institute of Communications Studies. Contact Dr. Paterson, c.paterson@leeds.ac.uk, for details.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The arts in Eritrea and Ethiopia  [sym_2967]  

Convenor: Jane Plastow, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Discussant: Christine Matzke, University of Bayreuth, , Germany 

Description:

This panel will look at the role of the arts; theatre, fine art, film, television and music in Eritrea and Ethiopia. In both nations the arts have often had a heavily political role, and although the highland cultures of both have marked similarities they have often been used to mark difference given the stresses between these nations. The panel will explore how arts have been used within society pre, during and post the war between the nations. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Labour migration flows in Africa: regional comparisons and historical continuities and discontinuities  [sym_2981]  

Convenor: Deborah Potts, King's College London, London, United States 

Description:

Africa has a rich literature on labour migration. This panel will consider regional comparisons of labour mobility and migration in their historical context and reflect on how different emphases developed between regions and time periods. 

No abstracts 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Directions in Malawian Scholarship  [sym_2944]  

Convenor: Joey Power, Ryerson University, Toronto, Ontario , Canada 

Description:

The move from a single to a multi-party political system in Malawi dating to the early 1990s marked more than just a new political dispensation. For Malawian scholars, it signalled an opportunity to explore directly topics which up to that point had been unapproachable via a direct route. Developments since the 1990s suggest that such work is ever more critical. This panel provides a multi-discplinary forum for extending this conversation.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Directions in Malawian Scholarship II  [sym_2979]  

Convenor: Joey Power, Ryerson, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Description:

The move from a single to a multi-party political system in Malawi dating to the early 1990s marked more than just a new political dispensation. For Malawian scholars, it signalled an opportunity to explore directly topics which up to that point had been unapproachable via a direct route. Developments since the 1990s suggest that such work is ever more critical. This panel provides a multi-discplinary forum for extending this and other conversations relevant to Malawi's past and present.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

African texts and new cosmopolitanisms   [sym_2897]  

Convenor: Ranka Primorac, University of Southampton, Southampton, UK 

Description:

Papers on this panel will examine the intersections between concepts and vocabularies related to new (non-exploitative, non-imperial, non-violent) or ‘counter-‘ cosmopolitanisms and African writing. ‘Africa’ is here taken to mean the entire continent and its diasporas; ‘cosmopolitanism’ may be understood as an ethical position, a global political theory and/or a set of institutional practices. The panel aims to problematise the notion of ‘textuality’ (and related notions such as ‘literariness’ and 'genre'), and ways in which ethical positions become textually embodied.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Theatre in Zaire/DR Congo (part of the Congo Research Network stream)  [sym_2886]  

Convenor: Katrien Pype, MIT, Cambridge, MA02139, USA 

Discussant: tba tba, tba, tba, UK 

Description:

The panel seeks to analyse theatre production in postcolonial Zaire/Congo. During the colonial period, missionaries have invested much in local dramatic arts. The consequence is that theatre on stage has been an important site of art production, next to music and dance, during the colonial period. This has continued throughout the postcolonial era. Today, every Congolese city hosts various drama groups, and Congolese organize theatre festivals on their own territory. Some dramaturges and comedians participate regularly in theatre festivals abroad. Church groups have their own drama groups, and some also produce television serials.

While Congolese and Zairian dramatic arts have attracted much attention from international development aid agencies and cultural centres, the topic has not received the attention it deserves in international academic milieus. Despite some publications during the 1990s (Ngandu-Nkashama, Fabian, and Mbala Nkanga), Congolese dramatic arts are hardly studied nowadays. The panel seeks to fill in this void.

We invite scholars that deal with any of the following aspects of postcolonial Zairian/Congolese theatre:

- politics and theatre

- development and theatre

- the social space of theatre production/reception 

- the politics of language in Congolese theatre

- analysis of oeuvres of Congolese dramaturges

- comedians and celebrity status

- theatre and the other arts (music, poetry, ballet, etc.)

Until now, three participants have been identified. 

Prof. Dr. Mumbal’Ikie (Institut Superieur Pedagogique a Kikwit, DR Congo) offers a cultural critique of theatre plays authored by the Congolese writer Mikanza, and published in booklets during Mobutu’s era. As a literature scholar, he will read the evolution of Mikanza’s theater plays as reflections of Mikanza’s changing attitudes towards Mobutu. 

Dr. Maeline Le Lay (Universite de Paris 13-Nord, France) studies diglossia in Katangese theatre as a manifestation of the ways in which relationships between authorities and grassroots are being developed. Le Lay will study the dialectics between the social space of Katangese theatre, the language use in the plays and the didactics of these performed texts.

Dr. Katrien Pype (MIT, USA and K.U.Leuven, Belgium) brings in an anthropological approach and examines the social spaces in which so-called theatre-for-development plays in Kinshasa emerge and are performed. She will focus on the interactions between NGOs that engage local dramatic artists, the generation of the scenarios, and the performance settings in order to understand recent dynamics in the interaction between discourse about “development” and about “culture”. 

Proposed discussant: Prof. Dr. Karin Barber (U. of Birmingham)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Navigating Through the Cultural and Environmental Past of the Congo River (Part of the Congo Research Network Stream)  [sym_2894]  

Convenor:  ,  -  

Description:

On April 30th 2010, a multidisciplinary team of scientists left for an expedition on the Congo River: Boyekoli Ebale Congo 2010, organized by the University of Kisangani, the Royal Museum for Central Africa, the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, and the National Botanical Garden of Belgium. The exhaustive study of biodiversity along the Congo River marked the year of biodiversity as well as the 50th anniversary of the independence of the DRC. In five weeks, the expedition visited four sites between Bumba and Kisangani. Apart from natural scientists, also linguists and archaeologists participated in the expedition, to document the linguistic diversity and to study the cultural and environmental past of the region. Preliminary results will be presented in this panel.

The linguistic team gathered lexical and grammatical data for four Bantu languages and three dialects. They were specifically interested in specialized vocabulary concerning fauna, flora, pottery, and cooking. A historical comparative study of these words allows for insights in the cultural history of the respective speech communities. For this panel, the linguists will put So and Lokele pottery vocabulary in a historical perspective, comparing them with pottery vocabulary in other Bantu languages and confronting them with the analysis of Bostoen (2005) concerning Bantu pottery history.

The archaeologists collected artefacts and charcoal fragments from systematic excavations. A first series of charcoals have been radiocarbon dated. A first objective is the establishment of a chronological and cultural framework for this segment of the Congo River basin. The style and technology of artefacts (pottery, stone tools, metal equipment etc.) yield information on the origin of past populations. Unveiling the history of the first settlement of this area, a crossroad between the east and the west, will contribute in understanding the mechanisms of the spread of cultural phenomena. Data on contemporary potting techniques were also collected as pottery represents a crucial methodological and historical interface in material and immaterial cultural studies. 

A second objective is to identify the charcoal fragments. This offers insight in the composition of the surrounding forest and provides the first direct evidence for the vegetation history of the central Congo Basin. Mapping of old forest areas supplements the existing forest refuge hypothesis. Finally, the array of woody species used by humans through time can be compared to contemporary data on species preference.

References

Bostoen, Koen. 2005. Des mots et des pots en bantou. Peter Lang, Frankfurt am Main. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Art and performance  [sym_2969]  

Convenor: William Rea, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK 

Description:

This panel will look at the relationships between art and performance in Africa 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The ‘post-millennial context’ and African writing in English: Writing, production and reception since 2000  [sym_2930]  

Convenor: Katie Reid, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK 

Description:

This panel seeks to explore the production and reception of African writing in English in a post-millennial context, a context in which seismic events, both national and international, have impacted and reverberated in complex ways on the global, regional, and local dynamics of African writing and publishing. Interlinked with these events - such as the global economic crisis, 9/11, the Arab Spring, violent protest, secession and threatened secession of states - are developments in the publishing environment which have substantially changed the conditions for African writing. These include the commercialization of global anglophone literary fiction and a ‘meet the author’ culture of international literary prizes and festivals, the launch of the Caine Prize, the impact of new technologies, and the rise of new publishing companies and networks across Africa. The panel aims to open and address debates around who and what might constitute African literature in this context.

The panel will examine the ways in which the African author is constructed as a product for sale in the wake of rapid change, alongside related issues of censorship, ownership and dissemination; the ways in which critical thought, and terms such as postcolonial ‘transnationalism’ and ‘cosmopolitanism’ affect African writing; the extent to which African literature is a product of, generates or resists the kind of commercial dynamics commonly seen as globalising, and often read as universalising; and ways in which the post-millennial context has impacted canon-formation in light of competitive international literary markets. 

The panel will seek to address questions such as:

How has African writing in English been marketed, read and received across different locations in this period?

How has global and local cultural transmission, and through this the relationships between authors, publishers, critics and readers, altered in a post-millennial context?

How have questions of genre, gender, identity and the location of the writer influenced publication, circulation and reception?

Does the year 2000 represent the beginning of an ‘African literary renaissance’ or a ‘new generation of African writers’?

Do developments in anglophone African writing and publishing since 2000 contest or support established theoretical positions and to what extent do they reflect the rapidity of change and intervene in critical thought to produce new vocabularies, new positions?

We particularly encourage papers that:

explore global and local transmission across diverse genres of writing - the literary novel, short stories, poetry and drama - as well as those that challenge conventional distinctions through multiple and mutating forms, such as film, performance and new media; the graphic novel; ‘coffee table’ and art books; literary magazines; and popular literature give attention to the book as a material object, including editorial interventions and publication histories, cover design and paratexts trace patterns and forms of marketing, circulation and readership within Africa. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Transnationalism and Canonicity: Comparative Readings in African Literature  [sym_2764]  

Convenor: Rashi Rohatgi, SOAS, London, UK 

Discussant: Rebecca Jones, Birmingham , Birmingham, UK 

Description:

In Minor Transnationalisms, Francois Lionnet writes that the transnational ‘can be conceived of as a space of participation wherever processes of hybridization occur and where it is still possible for cultures to be produced and performed without necessary mediation by the center. This definition of the transnational recognizes that transnationalism is part and parcel of the process of globalization, but also that the transnational can be less scripted and more scattered. [5]’ The transnational ‘is not bound by the binary of the local and the global and can occur in national, local, or global spaces across different and multiple spatialities and temporalities. [6]’ In this panel, we will interrogate the value Lionnet’s transnationalism can have in comparative readings of literatures of which one or more components can be considered African, focusing on the unravelling effect this transnationalism may have on the bonds between literary nationalism and canonicity. Transcending the local/global binary, is a legitimate canon only thematic? What can we gain by comparing works from African literatures to one another or to other literatures of the so-called ‘Global South’? If we can make fruitful comparisons without recourse to any colonial centre, are we unsettling only colonial canonicity or the very conception of canonicity itself?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Productions of the international and the west in the African local  [sym_2820]  

Convenor: Laura Routley, ESID Research Consortium, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK 

Description:

This panel examines the relationship between the local and the international from the perspective of various locales within Africa. There has been much good work done on representations of Africa, but what does the international or the west look like from Africa? Moreover, what are the social, political and economic implications of these representations? What work does the global/international/west do within African locales? What effects do such representations have, and what do they make possible? Papers on this panel will include empirical accounts of Africans productions of the international/west, which draw on the perceptions of a wide variety of African social actors. These will be presented alongside theoretical explorations of the significance of the global viewed from the African local. Papers could explore a range of topics focussed on these issues including: Africans’ views of particular western states; How values are attached to practices, goods or people associated with the international; Examinations of conflicting discourses of the international as, for example, ‘prestigious’ yet also remote and threatening, and similar such themes. In short, the panel asks how Africans see the global, how they understand their position in it and how they perceive the position of others.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Indian Ocean Africa: Cultural, Historical and Literary Re-Orientations  [sym_2910]  

Convenor: Meg Samuelson, Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch, South Africa 

Description:

INDIAN OCEAN AFRICA: CULTURAL, HISTORICAL & LITERARY RE-ORIENATIONS

Convenors:

Meg Samuelson & Tina Steiner 

University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 

This panel seeks to explore the intellectual purchase of the construct “Indian Ocean Africa” in engaging both the African continent and the Indian Ocean arena. The Indian Ocean is being widely recognised as offering an important vantage point from which to think through emergent directions and re-orientations in global power. Re-situating Africa within the Indian Ocean World enables us to read it as a crucial participant in these re-orientations. We invite papers that address some of the following questions, or elaborate and engage related ones: 

• What does it mean to read Africa in this current moment of globalization by positioning it within the Indian Ocean as “cradle of globalisation”? 

• What are the unfinished, overlapping and messy histories that define this space, and how can they provide us with conceptual vantage points on Africa in the present global context and on its possible futures in a “post-American” world?

• What temporalities might engaging “Indian Ocean Africa” evoke? How does its longue duree intersect with the compartmentalised temporalities of pre-colonialism, colonialism and post-colonialism that have dominated conceptual work on the continent?

• Are colonial histories and postcolonial studies adequate to the study of Africa’s place in the world? Can Indian Ocean studies bring more nuanced or complicated understandings of Africa to the table? 

• The African littoral and hinterland have been comparatively neglected in Indian Ocean studies. What might greater attention to this region bring to our understanding of the Indian Ocean as an “interregional arena” (Bose)? 

• What cosmopolitan structures does “Indian Ocean Africa” evoke, and does it provide ways of thinking beyond the conceptual and intellectual straightjackets of Area and nation-state studies? 

• What do cultural and literary perspectives have to offer, and how do they engage or interweave with the historical register, in exploring “Indian Ocean Africa”?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Climate/environmental change in Africa: post-Durban perspectives  [sym_3027]  

Convenor: David Simon, Royal Holloway, University of London, EGHAM, Surrey, UK 

Discussant: Hayley Leck, Royal Holloway, University of London, EGHAM, Surrey, UK 

Description:

This is a true symposium (so should be classified as such) rather than a traditional ASAUK panel. The format comprises 5 or 6 panellists who will each speak for no more than 8-10 minutes each to introduce their respective perspectives on the subject, before the audience is invited to participate. The objective is to enable full discussion of the topic - one of the most important contemporary issues - from a range of viewpoints rather than restricting interaction to a handful of questions and answers as in a conventional paper session. 

It is well known that much of Africa is forecast by the IPCC and other authoritative sources to be amongst the most vulnerable regions to accelerating climate/environmental change (CC/GEC) through this century, and to experience some of the most severe consequences. Until recently, research had focused predominantly on rural areas, resources and people but this imbalance is now being corrected. Urban areas concentrate people, infrastructure, non-agricultural activities and are centres of innovation and governance, as well as being principal points of connection to supra-national circuits of capital, people, commodities, ideas and governance. 

Although there are still important research gaps and areas of uncertainty, the most urgent current weaknesses lie in responses to C/GEC, both globally and within Africa. The conventional dichotomy between mitigation and adaptation and how responsibilities for these are perceived nationally and globally, are increasingly open to challenge. How effective are emissions trading schemes, REDD/REDD+ and other initiatives likely to be for and in Africa? Are African governments, NGOs and civil societies being sufficiently proactive? To what extent can seeing CC/GEC as development and as human security challenges help? Are there other new ideas we need to harness? These are some of the key questions to be examined in the wake of the very limited progress made in the three most recent COP summits (nos 15 in Copenhagen to 17 in Durban in November/December 2011) and hence current prospects for extending the Kyoto Protocol and/or negotiating a viable and binding new treat by 2015.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Globalization between continuity and change: Theoretical and empirical challenges  [sym_2940]  

Convenor: Irma Taddia, Department of History, University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy 

Discussant: Muyiwa  Falaiye, Department of Philosophy, University of Lagos, Lagos, Niger 

Description:

After the end of the Cold War, international relations have been affected by two ranges of factors: on the one side, globalization has shaped new forms of interactions among peoples, states and cultures. On the other side, the comfortable division between stronger and weaker geopolitical actors has been undermined in its own basic assumptions, namely that edges were insurmountable and solidarity was impracticable. The present geopolitical situation is proving that borders are unstable and that what we believed to be entrenched community ties can be overcome and replaced by new and different patterns of identification and solidarity.

Will this process entail a durable path toward a fairer system of coexistence, or is it just a mere variation of the old system of global exploitation and social inequalities?

Contributions on the process of state formation or trans-formation in West Africa and the Horn of Africa will be particularly welcome. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Beyond the post-colonial state? Commonwealth perspectives on Britain and Africa since 1991  [sym_2909]  

Convenor: Mélanie Torrent, Université Paris Diderot, Paris, France 

Discussant: Leo Zeilig, ICS/CAB (University of London), London, UK 

Description:

The Commonwealth of Nations as a multilateral organisation has been rather understudied, if not largely ignored, in most of the scholarship that has looked at patterns of democratisation, development and human rights in the current international system. Even in studies of decolonisation processes, the Commonwealth has been relegated to the margins or confined to one major region – Southern Africa, where the twin issues of South Africa and Rhodesia attracted international attention. This panel intends to examine, through conceptual approaches and specific case studies, why this has been the case and what consequences this has had on both scholarship and policy-making.

Since 1991, when Heads of Government signed the Harare Declaration, the Commonwealth has experienced profound transformations in which African states have been central actors. In 1995, under Nigerian Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyaoku, it became the first international organisation to suspend members for violations of democracy and human rights. It has opened to countries with no past colonial connection to the Empire – Mozambique in 1995 and Rwanda in 2009. As the diamond jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II is celebrated in 2012 and the Eminent Persons’ Group set up in 2009 to investigate Commonwealth relevance and reform has published its report, the achievements and the failings of the current Commonwealth are essential to understand international dynamics in Africa since the end of the Cold war and apartheid. 

This panel will therefore reflect on the importance of the Commonwealth prism for the analysis of Britain’s relations with the African continent since 1991. If the Commonwealth of the early 1990s seemed to have moved away from the shadow of the Empire, the fierce divisions over Zimbabwe, which left in 2003, have put issues of racism, colonialism and decolonisation back onto centre stage. British foreign policy in Rwanda and Sierra Leone, or the legal challenge of the Mau Mau veterans in Kenya, have raised many critical interrogations over the motives, channels and outcomes of British, Commonwealth and African policies. 

In order to investigate these issues, papers are invited on three related themes:

- colonial hangovers: to what extent is the history of the Commonwealth important to understand current politics in African member states? What potential does the Commonwealth have to resolve current tensions between Britain and African states? What influence do other members (India or Canada for instance) play on these issues?

- forms of democracy: how does Commonwealth promotion of democracy compare with other multilateral organisations and with national initiatives? In Britain itself, does Commonwealth membership influence foreign policy choices in relation to Africa? Have some parties been more susceptible to it than others?

- grassroots dynamics: to what extent has the Commonwealth promoted non-state relations in Africa, and between Africa and Britain? Is there a Commonwealth culture of political and human rights which is distinct from non-Commonwealth Africa? Has “the people’s Commonwealth” given citizens a comparative advantage?

While looking at post-1991 evolutions, this panel seeks a firm grounding in the history of the Commonwealth of Nations. Papers investigating how Commonwealth engagements in Anglo-African affairs before 1991 have a bearing on current situations are therefore most welcome. By critiquing the Commonwealth as a political forum and an object of academic study, the panel hopes to shed light on the historical dynamics that underpin the current debates over Africa’s international relations. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Congolese Popular Music: local and global practices and their contexts, strategies and stakes.  [sym_2893]  

Convenor: Leon Tsambu-Bulu, University of Kinshasa, Kinshasa, Congo 

Discussant: Joseph Trapido, University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa 

Description:

Congolese music has been, since the 1940’s, the most dynamic musical genre in Africa. Yet, until recently, it has not been the subject of concentrated social analysis. While some earlier studies evoked the history of this music (Romain2000), or its evolution over time (Stewart 2000), others touched on biographical aspects of the various stars (Gakosso, Ewens 1986, Mpisi 2004, Nimy 2007), others still have looked at the cosmopolitan influences which marked the origins of this music (White 2002). But, with the notable exceptions of White, the above writings are the product of enthusiasm rather than academic critique.

More recent works have looked at Congolese music as a social fact, and in this regard we can cite studies on the relationship between Congolese music and political power (White 2008), the relations between Congolese music, trans-national migration and informal political-economic networks (Trapido 2010, 2011), or the relations of conflict in the context of struggles over leadership and symbolic power (Tsambu 2004). All of these works have considered dimensions relating to patronage, prestige and the various crises and transformations in the Congolese recording industry (Tsambu 2005, White 2008, Trapido 2011).

All these perspectives do not exhaust the possibilities for enquiry. For Congolese music presents us with an example of the ‘total social fact’, mixing the political, the economic, the social, the cultural, the aesthetic, the sacred and the profane, the local and the global. There is a strong tendency to view this social fact as a unique manifestation of Kinshasa, the Congolese capital, and of its vernacular, Lingala. But this ignores important elements relating to the contexts, strategies and stakes of Congolese music practices, in the interior of the country and abroad throughout Africa as highlighted by the researcher and performer Tom Salter (2007) or across Europe, sometimes in a fusion with musicians from diverse origins (McGuinness and her grupo Lokito band).

This panel, which brings together 4 researchers and/or practitioners of Congolese/African music, would like to contribute to creating a larger understanding of this socio-musical phenomenon, which has remained a quintessentially open and cosmopolitan form. The contributions we hope to receive for this panel could consider the social fact of Congolese music from the widest possible range of viewpoints: meanings of the lyrics, dance, ‘stardom’, video, gender, patronage, sponsoring, media, audience and fandom, stages and other spaces of performance, Congolese music and migration... 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Congo Research Network Panel- Congo and the Politics of Culture   [sym_2896]  

Convenor: Sarah Van Beurden, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, USA 

Discussant: David  Maxwell, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

Description:

This panel aims to explore the relation between culture and politics in the colonial history of the Belgian Congo. Both the impact of cultural politics – i.e. the politics aimed at cultural life in the Congo and its representation in the colonial home country, and the politics of culture- i.e. the worldviews imbued in the description, representation and definition of culture- are the subject of these papers. We are considering a variety of actors; including Congolese colonial subjects, missionaries, museum professionals, and scientists. Through the exploration of material cultures, missionary cultures, museological representations and scientific discourses in Belgium and in the Congo, we describe how actions in the cultural realm both shape and are shaped by the political contours of the colonial state. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Congolese military in context (part of Congo Research Network stream)  [sym_2905]  

Convenor: Judith Verweijen, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Discussant: Maria Stern, University of Gothenburg, Gothenburg, Sweden 

Description:

Over the last years, representations of the Congolese military, the FARDC (Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo), have become one of the most important pillars of historical Western imaginings of the Congo as the epitome of savagery. There is no better incarnation of the New Barbarian than the raping, looting and pillaging FARDC soldier that is omnipresent in contemporary media and NGO reporting, which focuses predominantly on sexual violence and so called “conflict minerals”.

This flurry of one-sided attention has caused rather simplistic explanations for the FARDC’s undeniable weak institutionalization and abusive behavior to dominate. These shortcomings in analysis are in part the result of the dearth of fundamental academic research on the FARDC, reflecting the scarcity of academic attention to militaries in Sub-Saharan Africa in general. This panel is intended to be a platform for academic discussion on the FARDC, drawing from a variety of disciplines in order to advance understandings of the FARDC and their role in Congolese society. By placing the Congolese military firmly in their political, economic, cultural, social and historical context, it hopes to move beyond the at times sterile policy-prescriptive discussions of the SSR-genre. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rebelling without an end: analyzing armed groups & militia in the DRC (part of Congo Research Network stream)  [sym_2906]  

Convenor: Judith Verweijen, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Discussant: Koen Vlassenroot, Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium 

Description:

Years after the signing of the Sun City agreement and the formation of an integrated national army, there is still a bewildering array of foreign and domestic armed groups and militia active on Congolese soil. Although the Kimia II/Amani Leo operations have somewhat reduced their operating space and strength, they have failed to make a dent in the existence of these groups, indicating that the social dynamics producing this phenomenon have not substantially changed. This panel aims to shed a light on these dynamics by exploring the factors that cause and influence armed group mobilization and functioning, both internally (within armed groups) and externally (within their socio-economic context). It locates these factors at various levels of analysis (local, national, regional, international), and intends to analyze the ways in which these levels are interrelated. This prepares the ground for a discussion on the possibilities for influencing armed group mobilization and behavior, as well as reflections on future developments. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Understanding informal urban livelihoods  [sym_2964]  

Convenor: Michael Walls, UCL, London, UK 

Description:

Much literature on urban economies focuses on formal measures of livelihoods and poverty, the acquisition and use of economic knowledge and so on. African cities, though, are often disproportionately dominated by informal sectors in which the key processes associated with household survival and well-being are dependent on quite different social and economic interactions. This panel invites submissions that seek to understand those dynamics better. While not focused explicitly on policy responses, we believe that a deeper understanding would permit significant advances in the policy approaches intended to deal with planning at all levels in African urban areas. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Post-genocide Rwanda: Current Interdisciplinary Perspectives  [sym_2938]  

Convenor: Caroline Williamson, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, UK 

Description:

It would be difficult to overstate the scale and impact of the 1994 Rwanda genocide. In a period of just three months an estimated 800,000 people were killed and millions were displaced. During this time, acts of unspeakable violence were carried out including torture, rape, sexual humiliation and sexual mutilation. Meanwhile the international community refused to intervene. The genocide affected every aspect of Rwandan life. In the immediate aftermath some two million Hutu, perpetrators and others, fled to neighbouring countries in fear of retribution and around 600,000 Tutsi refugees, who had fled previous outbreaks of violence, returned from neighbouring Uganda, Tanzania and Burundi. While the influx of Tutsi refugees created an increase of criminality at home, the outflow of refugees to Zaire created a security threat as members of the former regime threatened to launch a full scale invasion.

Meanwhile, the human material that made up the rest of the Rwandan population was traumatised psychologically. Tutsi and Hutu survivors had lost their families, friends and property. Thousands of children had lost their parents. Moreover, survivors and perpetrators were forced to cohabit under a policy of national reconciliation, which rekindled survivors’ feeling of insecurity and left suspected perpetrators of the genocide in fear of being arrested or killed. Survivors were further troubled by the lack of accountability and justice. After the genocide the new government announced its intention to prosecute all those involved in the genocide but, with an overwhelming lack of resources, it faced major constraints. To make matters worse, the country’s economy was non-existent and with forty per cent of the population dead or in exile ripe crops were left to rot for want of people to gather them. With the infrastructure and civil society shattered and the social fabric ruptured, the genocide ultimately left Rwanda devastated.

How can the horrors of genocide and the ensuing devastation be explained or communicated? What was the impact of the genocide on ordinary Rwandans and more broadly for humanity in general? Such complex issues require an interdisciplinary approach. This panel will consider papers addressing questions relating to post-genocide Rwanda such as testimonial accounts, psychological implications, education, political and legal aspects, etc. By drawing on a wide range of perspectives this panel is intended to facilitate discussion centred on responses to the genocide – both within Rwanda and beyond – and how such extreme violence, and its implications for the future, can be understood. 

